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The Blue Economy
• Tourism (and ports) drive the economies of coastal communities

• 85% of all tourism-related revenue is generated in coastal states

• Beaches help generate $225 billion a year for the US economy, 
contributing about $25 billion in federal tax revenue 

Supporting the Blue Economy - SECOORA Annual Meeting - May 23, 2018



Beach nourishment projects, National scale statistics, since the 1920’s

www.asbpa.org

• Total number of Projects: 450
• Events: 2,922

• Total Volume: 1.52 B cy

• Total Known Length of Coast 
Nourished: 818 mi

• Total Known Cost: $6B

http://www.asbpa.org/


State Beach Advocacy Groups
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North Myrtle Beach

Myrtle Beach

Pawleys Island
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450 Communities
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Grain size & 
Profile 
Equilibration

•Coarser sand tends to 
move onshore.
•Finer sand tends to 
move offshore.

Dean, 1991
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Public Outreach

Supporting the Blue Economy - SECOORA Annual Meeting - May 23, 2018



11
Supporting the Blue Economy - SECOORA Annual Meeting - May 23, 2018



We know what 2 ft of SLR looks like!
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Photo Source:  Eric Lutz
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Community needs for future collaboration:
• Economic analysis of benefits of S.C. beaches
• Continued public outreach

• Translating/disseminating science to users
• Higher spatial resolution, real-time water level data
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