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Objective and Approach
SECOORA Focus Area

• The UNCW observing program supports 
SECOORA goals in the areas of Marine 
Operations; Coastal Hazards; and Living 
Marine Ecosystems.

• Stakeholders: NOAA’s National Weather 
Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, US 
Marine Corps, US Coast Guard and USCG 
Auxiliary, SC/NC Emergency Management, 
NC Geodetic Survey, Commercial 
Fishermen, Private Sector, Recreational 
Users (e.g. fishermen, boaters, beach 
goers, surfers, divers, swimmers etc.), 
Academia (research and education), 
Informal Educators

• Well-trained technical staff regularly 
requested to provide assistance to IOOS 
partners (e.g. USACE, CDIP, FACT, & more). 

Objective

• Engage local & regional user groups and 
provide observations of oceanographic 
conditions & marine weather in coastal 
waters offshore of NC & SC

• UNCW operates 10 near-real time 
observing platforms:  

- 6 meteorological buoys
- 3 wave buoys
- 1 pier-based weather station (new)

• Other observing efforts include:
- 1 non-real time station (ADCP & CTD)
- 4 short-term CTD sensors
- USACE/CDIP partnership 

• Near-real time observations reported 
hourly, web-accessible (www.cormp.org, 
www.secoora.org, www.ndbc.noaa.gov), 
& QARTOD compliant

http://www.cormp.org/
http://www.secoora.org/
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/


Accomplishments
Mooring Maintenance & 

Data Management

Student Training

New and Expanded Partnerships

Hurricane Florence



Impact

"Losing all or key components of the CORMP network
would impact public safety. The maritime observational
network enables the National Weather Service in multiple
ways - from monitoring severe storms, hurricanes, and
nor'easters to validating rip current and marine forecasts.
The loss of observations also would impact research
applications. - S. Pfaff, NOAA NWS – Wilmington

Ø ~ 7800 users on www.cormp.org
Ø > 7M data requests (ndbc.noaa.gov)
Ø Highest use: Wave buoys & 2 SC buoys, Hurricane Florence

“The entire array in that area is very critical
to the USACE, and your help making sure
they remain on site and take care of the
field operations is essential to the success
of a lot of work the Corps does in the area.”
- R Jensen USACE

http://www.cormp.org

