
F I D D L E R  C R A B
B U R R O W

U c a  p u g n a x

 

B L A C K  N E E D L E R U S H

Dark  brown  bodies  with  eyes

found  on  corners  of  square

back.  Sometimes  found  on

tree  branches.

S Q U A R E B A C K  C R A B

 Purple  carapace  with  dot

in  the  center ;  white

claws.  Males  have  an

oversized  claw.

M A R S H  P E R I W I N K L E
L i t t o r i n a  i r r o r a t a

E A S T E R N  M U D  S N A I L
I l y a n a s s a  o b s o l e t a

SAND FIDDLER CRAB
U c a  p u g i l a t o r

P a n o p e u s  h e r b s t i i

 

M U D  C R A B

A r m a s e s  c i n e r e u m

E A S T E R N  O Y S T E R
C r a s s o s t r e a  v i r g i n i c a

R I B B E D  M U S S E L
G e u k e n s i a  d e m i s s a

Usual ly  found  

direct ly  on  mud  f lats .

Usual ly  found  on  l iv ing

or  dead  S p a r t i n a .

M U D  F I D D L E R  C R A B

 Brown  carapace  

with  "H"  depression ;

yel low  claws.  Males  have

an  oversized  claw.

Found  in  high  and  mid

marsh.  Large  digging  

pel lets  and  smaller  feeding

pel lets  surround  the  hole.  

J u n c u s  r o e m e r i a n u s

courtesy  of  SCDNR

Usual ly  found  in  clusters

among  other  oysters .

Often  part ial ly  buried  in

mud  f lats .  Anchored  in

place  with  strong,  st icky

byssal  threads.

Brown  rounded

carapace  with  pointed

pinchers  of  equal  size.

Found  in  high  marsh ;

sharp,  grey /green,  

needle - l ike  leaves  with  

a  rounded  stalk .   

SALT MARSH AND MARITIME FOREST 
IDENTIFICATION  GUIDE

 

L O W  M A R S H

 

H I G H  M A R S H

 

M A R I T I M E
F O R E S T



S E A  O X - E Y E
B o r r i c h i a  f r u t e s c e n s

 

SALTMEADOW CORDGRASS

S p a r t i n a  p a t e n s

Y A U P O N
I l e x  v o m i t o r i a

 

S N O W Y  E G R E T
E g r e t t a  t h u l a

G R E A T  E G R E T
A r d e a  a l b a

S P A N I S H - M O S S
T i l l a n d s i a  u s n e o i d e s

S A L T G R A S S
D i s t i c h l i s  s p i c a t a

R E D  C E D A R
J u n i p e r u s  v i r g i n i a n a

S A W  P A L M E T T O
S e r e n o a  r e p e n s

L I V E  O A K

 

O S P R E Y
P a n d i o n  h a l i a e t u s

Q u e r c u s  v i r g i n i a n a

 

PILEATED WOODPECKER
D r y o c o p u s  p i l e a t u s

courtesy  of  SCDNR

courtesy  of  SCDNR

Medium -sized  wading  bird

with  curved  neck,  black

beak  and  yel low  sl ippers.

Fleshy  leaves  with  yel low

flowers  that  bloom  in  late

spring  and  summer ;  attract

butterf l ies .   

Evergreen  with  reddish

bark  and  thick  green

needles.

Form  in  dense  clusters  of

slender  green  blades  with

spiky  t ips.

Long,  wiry  stems  and

leaves  found  in  marshes

and  sandy  beaches.

Dark  green  leaves  with  wavy

ridges  on  edges.  Berr ies  turn

from  green  to  red  in  the  fa l l .

An  understory  plant  with  fan -

l ike  leaf  blades  and  serrated

leaf  stems.

Large,  white,  wading  bird

with  long  S -curved  neck,

yel low  beak  and  black  feet .  

A  gray /green  epiphyte ;  often

found  on  l imbs  of  oaks.

Thick,  cork - l ike  bark,  dark

green  leaves  with  sl ightly

curved  edges.  Produces

acorns  in  fa l l .  

Insect ivore  with  a  large

black  chest ,  and  a  red  and

white  t r iangular  head.  

Large  predatory  bird  

that  builds  large  nests  near

water ;  plunges  feet - f i rst  in

water  for  f ish.

gacoast.uga.edu

 

S M O O T H  C O R D G R A S S

S p a r t i n a  a l t e r n i f l o r a

 

G L A S S W O R T
S a l i c o r n i a  v i r g i n i c a

Can  be  the  dominant  plant

in  intert idal  areas ;  f lat ,

s lender  blades ;  extensive

root  system.

Short  to  medium  height

stalks ;  round,  f leshy

branches  resemble  pickles!  


