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Research Interests

Biological oceanography with an emphasis on ecology of large gelatinous zooplankton. This work
has generated renewed interest in the role of coastal jellies as indicators of and respondents to
long-term ecological change driven by climate, coastal eutrophication and fisheries overharvest.
In 2022, a common northern Gulf of Mexico species, Aurelia montyi, was named in honor.
Current interests include advancement of underrepresented groups in the ocean sciences
through at-sea and on-shore experiences.
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Synergistic Activities and Honors

Past and Present: NSF CAREER awardee; Participant, Mentor and Host for DIALOG series;
NMPFS/DISL; Cooperative Institute Science Steering Committee; MRD/ADCNR- Fisheries
Oceanography in Coastal Alabama (FOCAL) Program Coordinator; Fellow, Northern Gulf
Institute; Principal Investigator, Consortium for Coastal Ocean River Dominated Ecosystems;
Advisory Board; Member, National Academy of Sciences Gulf Research Program; Chair,
Governor Phil Bryant’s (MS) Ocean Task Force; Ocean Exploration Trust Board Member;
Executive Council, Ocean Exploration Cooperative Institute; Board of Trustees and Chair,
Consortium for Ocean Leadership; Executive Committee, NOAA Workshop on UxS Strategy
Implementation; Principal Investigator, NSF Regional Class Research Vessel #3 (R/V Gilbert R.
Mason); Board member, Florida Ocean Alliance; Florida representative, Gulf of Mexico
University Research Collaborative; Advisory Council, Center for Coastal and Marine

Ecosystems, a NOAA Cooperative Science Center; President’s University Leadership Council,
USF.
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