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Biographical Information 
 

Education 

 

1984 Ph.D., Florida State University, Physical Oceanography 

1980 B.S. (magna cum laude), Florida State University, major in Physics with minor in Mathematics 

 

Professional Experience 

 

2012 - present Associate Dean and Professor, College of Marine Science, USF 

2002 - 2012 Professor, Department (then College) of Marine Science, USF 

1996 - 2002 Associate Professor, Department of Marine Science, USF 

1996 - 2000 Affiliate faculty, Department of Oceanography, UH Manoa 

1992 - 1996 Associate Researcher, Department of Oceanography, UH Manoa 

1987 - 1992 Assistant Researcher, Department of Oceanography, UH Manoa 

1985 - 1987 Postdoctoral Researcher at the UH Manoa with Klaus Wyrtki 

 
Honors and awards 

 

Listed as one of the Top 2% of Researchers in my field based on career citation rate (2021) 

Outstanding Review Paper award, NOAA/ERL for McPhaden et al. (1998) 

Honorable Mention, NMFS, Best paper in Fishery Bulletin for Polovina and Mitchum (1992) 

1992 AGU Editor’s Citation for Excellence in Refereeing 

Florida State University Fellowship (1981-1982) 

4-year National Merit Scholarship at the Florida State University 

Honorary societies: Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, Sigma Pi Sigma (Physics) 
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Selected Professional Service 
 

National 

 

2021 - present SECOORA Executive Committee 

2021 - present SECOORA Board of Directors 

2020 - present Author on the Southeast Chapter of the Fifth National Climate Assessment 

2020 - present Member of the Advisory Committee for the NSF Geosciences Directorate 

2019 - present USF representative to SECOORA 

2014 - present Member of NASA Sea Level Change Science Team 

 

International 

 

2011 - present Member, WMO-IOC JCOMM Observation Coordination Group 

2011 - present Chair of the Global Sea Level Observing System (GLOSS) Group of Experts 

2011 - present President of the IUGG/IAPSO Commission on Mean Sea Level and Tides 

2001 - present Steering committee member, Pilot Project for TIGA under the IGS Governing Board 

2000 - present IERS Working Group on ITRF Datum, ITRF2000 Sub-group 

1997 - present IGS/PSMSL Technical Committee on Tide Gauge Positioning 

1996 - present Permanent Service for Mean Sea Level (PSMSL) Advisory Group 
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