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Overview

• Tidal flushing

• Blooms are ephemeral

• Georgia has a NOAA Plankton 
Monitoring Network, but they 

are not measuring cell densities

Why no HABs in GA?



Akashiwo is the suspected cause of an oyster mortality event in 2017

Elizabeth Pfeiler 2020 (UGA) – MS Thesis



Citizen scientist data over 15 years: Some HABs like it warm
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FlowCam cell quantification: Akashiwo sanguinea
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Preliminary insights: Akashiwo cell densities
increase in late summer



Looking ahead: A regional notification network

Alert local aquaculture groups and residents of 
concerning phytoplankton levels


