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Supports Two Programs

• UNCW Wetland Ecology lab 
• Plant community organization altering 

ecosystem functions along the 
freshwater to marine continuum

• Swamps and marshes

• USGS 
• National network
• Tidal freshwater forest to ghost forest 

transition
• Adds a blackwater river

1: Bottomland Hardwood 
forest (non-tidal)

2: “Tidal” freshwater forest right at head of tide

3: Tidal freshwater forest, potential shifts in progress
4: Tidal freshwater marsh

5: Ghost forest
6: Oligohaline marsh



Bottomland Hardwood, Sept 2025



Tidal Freshwater Marsh, March 2026



First attempt

Second attempt

Tidal Freshwater Swamp, May & June 2026



Oligohaline Marsh, June 2026



USGS collaborators can travel again!

•Finish late 2026
• Head of Tide (#2)
• Tidal Freshwater Forest (#3)

Third time’s a charm?

• Ghost Forest (#5)


